for drugs. “Harm reduction” is too often another word
for drug legalization or other inappropriate relaxation
efforts, a policy approach that violates the UN Con-
ventions.

There can be no other goal than a drug-free world.

Such a goal is neither utopian nor impossible. Too
often, we seem to act according to what we think is
possible, rather than what is necessary or desirable.

To achive a drug-free world we declare

We support the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child, which stipulates in Article 33 that chil-
dren have the right to be protected from drug
abuse. All people, governments, and organizations
should commit themselves to preventing drug
abuse among young people. For example, we can
do this by ensuring that schools are drug-free.

We all have the right to be free from drug abuse.
Drug abuse and drug trafficking violate the
human rights of the most vulnerable individuals —
those whose free will has been compromised by
addiction. Drug dependence is a modern form of
slavery that robs drug users of their free will, con-
demns them to crippled lives and often premature
deaths, creates massive social burdens and spreads
drug-using behavior. All people have the right to
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(UNODC), the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
(CND) and the International Narcotics Control
Board (INCB) are positive and essential in inter-
national drug demand and supply reduction.

We support the INCB statement in its 1993 report
that drug demand reduction activities are crucially
important in international drug policy and we call
on governments to consider demand reduction as
one of their first priorities in the fight against drug
abuse.

We support the INCB statement that ‘harm reduc-
tion’ programmes are not substitutes for demand
reduction programmes and should not be carried
out at the expense of other important activities to
reduce the demand for illicit drugs, such as drug
prevention activities.

All forms of differentiation between so-called
“soft” and so-called “hard” drugs must cease. Ex-
tensive research confirms that the use of cannabis
is detrimental to health, causes crime, and is ad-
dictive. Cannabis, and certain other drugs re-
garded in some countries as “soft”, should be
viewed in the same way as other types of
illicit/psychotropic drugs when it comes to control
policy, rehabilitation and preventive measures.






